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12 The next day a great multitude that had come to the feast, when they heard that Jesus was coming 
to Jerusalem, 13 took branches of palm trees and went out to meet Him, and cried out: “Hosanna, 
‘Blessed is He who comes in the name of the LORD!’ the King of Israel!” 14 Then Jesus, when He had 
found a young donkey, sat on it; as it is written: 15 “Fear not, daughter of Zion; Behold, your King is 
coming, sitting on a donkey’s colt.” (John 12:12-15) 

I. INTRODUCTION 

A. The triumphal entry of the Christ into Jerusalem commemorates the enduring and overwhelming 
mercy of the Lord. As Christ rode into Jerusalem, it was there that He would become the 
sacrificial Lamb for all the peoples of the earth, bearing their sin and the wrath of God.  

B. As Jesus rode through Jerusalem’s gate the people quoted portions of Psalm 118. This song is 
filled with Messianic promise and power. It highlights the enduring mercy of the Lord. Mercy is 
when people don’t get what they deserve.  
Oh, give thanks to the LORD, for He is good! For His mercy endures forever. 2 Let Israel now 
say, “His mercy endures forever.” 3 Let the house of Aaron now say, “His mercy endures 
forever.” 4 Let those who fear the LORD now say, “His mercy endures forever.” (Ps. 118:1-3) 

1. Everything that the Lord does is bathed in His mercy and goodwill.  

2. An emerald rainbow signifying His enduring mercy and His commitment to life and the 
blessedness of His people surrounds His throne in heaven.  
3 And He who sat there was like a jasper and a sardius stone in appearance; and there 
was a rainbow around the throne, in appearance like an emerald. (Rev. 4:3) 

C. The Cross of Christ is where the Lord publicly demonstrated His enduring (eternal) mercy by not 
giving redeemed humanity what they deserve: death unto eternal suffering under the wrath of 
God. On this day we sing: Christ is GOOD! His mercy endures forever. Christ has forever 
blotted out the handwritten requirements against us. 
3 And you, being dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, He has made 
alive together with Him, having forgiven you all trespasses, 14 having wiped out the 
handwriting of requirements that was against us, which was contrary to us. And He has taken 
it out of the way, having nailed it to the cross. (Col. 2:13, 14) 

D. As He traveled down the road on the back of colt1, the people shouted Hosanna! A 
transliteration meaning "Oh, save now!" or "Please save!" [The -na suffix in Hebrew expresses 
intense emotion. (hōsanná) comes from two Hebrew roots meaning, "Save now!" (= "Save I 
pray!").]2 

                                                
1 Zech. 9:9, 10 
2 This is a declaration of Jesus’ salvation. It is also a plea for salvation. “He saves!” and “Save me now!” 
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E. At this event, they were just days away from Passover. The high priest would enter through the 
veil and sprinkle the blood of a perfect lamb upon the mercy seat to cleanse the people from sin. 3 
Little did they know that the perfect lamb on that Passover would be the Lamb of God who takes 
away the sins of the world! 
…John saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away 
the sin of the world! (John 1:29) 

II. BETHANY 
 
Then, six days before the Passover, Jesus came to Bethany, where Lazarus was who had been dead, 
whom He had raised from the dead. 2 There they made Him a supper; and Martha served, but 
Lazarus was one of those who sat at the table with Him. 3 Then Mary took a pound of very costly oil 
of spikenard, anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped His feet with her hair. And the house was filled 
with the fragrance of the oil. 4 But one of His disciples, Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, who would 
betray Him, said, 5 “Why was this fragrant oil not sold for three hundred denarii and given to the 
poor?” 6 This he said, not that he cared for the poor, but because he was a thief, and had the money 
box; and he used to take what was put in it. 7 But Jesus said, “Let her alone; she has kept this for the 
day of My burial. 8 For the poor you have with you always, but Me you do not have always.” 

A. The entry of Christ into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday is cast against the backdrop of the anointing 
at Bethany. Though Jesus was first worshipped and lauded on His way in, He would be rejected, 
betrayed by a friend and abandoned by the rest.  
22 The stone which the builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone. 23 This was the 
LORD’s doing; It is marvelous4 in our eyes. (Psalm 118:22) 

B. This was largely due to the fact that He didn’t fit the definition of Messiah in the minds of the 
people. The Messiah “wasn’t supposed” to suffer, He didn’t ride on donkeys; He was supposed 
to be a man of war and political power. 

C. In the anointing at Bethany we see the appropriate response to the person of Christ. This 
anointing is how He ought to be received and loved by all.  
3a woman came having an alabaster flask of very costly [b]oil of spikenard. Then she broke the 
flask and poured it on His head…6 But Jesus said, “Let her alone. Why do you trouble her? 
She has done a good [beautiful] work for Me. 7 For you have the poor with you always, and 
whenever you wish you may do them good; but Me you do not have always. 8 She has done 
what she could. She has come beforehand to anoint My body for burial. (Mark 14:6-8) 

D. When we consider the terrifying beauty of God and His Christ, then what we see in this 
extravagant response of worship actually becomes the suitable response.  

                                                
3 Some say the gate is significant for Jews because according to tradition, on the holiday of Yom Kippor (Day of Atonement), a 
Temple messenger was sent through the same eastern gate with a sacrificial lamb to the desert. 
4 “Surpassing” or “extraordinary” 
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…Whenever the living creatures give glory and honor and thanks to Him who sits on the 
throne, who lives forever and ever, 10 the twenty-four elders fall down before Him who sits on 
the throne and worship Him who lives forever and ever, and cast their crowns before the 
throne, saying: 11 “You are worthy, O Lord, To receive glory and honor and power…(Rev. 4:9-
11) 

III. ISRAEL WILL WELCOME THE CHRIST INTO JERUSALEM 

A. When the Jesus returns with the glory of His Father, He will establish Jerusalem as the capital of 
His government. The Father has ordained that Jerusalem will be the center of His kingdom.  
6 “Yet I have set My King on My holy hill of Zion.” (Ps. 2:6) 
 
…Jerusalem, for it is the city of the great King. (Mt. 5:35) 
 

17 “At that time Jerusalem shall be called The Throne of the LORD, and all the nations shall be 
gathered to it, to the name of the LORD, to Jerusalem. No more shall they follow the dictates of 
their evil hearts. (Jer. 3:17) 
 

7 …“Son of man, [Jerusalem] is the place of My throne and the place of the soles of My feet, 
where I will dwell in the midst of the children of Israel forever. (Ez. 43:7) 

B. Jerusalem will become the political and worship center of the entire earth.  

Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty, God will shine forth. 3 Our God shall come, and shall 
not keep silent; (Ps. 50:2, 3) 

 
Now it shall come to pass in the latter days that the mountain of the LORD’s house shall be 
established on the top of the mountains… all nations shall flow to it. 3 Many people shall come 
and say, “Come, and let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of 
Jacob; He will teach us His ways, and we shall walk in His paths.” For out of Zion shall go 
forth the law, and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. (Is. 2:2, 3) 

C. Before the cross, Jesus prophesied to the leaders of Israel that they would voluntarily declare 
Psalm 118 over Him.  
37 “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the one who kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to 
her! … 38 See! Your house is left to you desolate; 39 for I say to you, you shall see Me no more 
till [timing indicator] you say, ‘Blessed is He who comes in the name of the LORD!’ ” (Mt. 
23:37-39) 

D. Paul prophesied that all Israel would be saved. 5 
26 And so all Israel will be saved, as it is written: “The Deliverer will come out of Zion, 
and He will turn away ungodliness from Jacob; (Rom. 11:26) 

 

                                                
5 Ez. 36:26; Jer. 31:31-34; Is. 66:8 
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25 Save now, I pray, O LORD; O LORD, I pray, send now prosperity. 26 Blessed is he who comes 
in the name of the LORD! We have blessed you from the house of the LORD. 27 God is the 
LORD, and He has given us light; (Ps. 118:25-27) 

E. Israel will receive Jesus as Messiah in concert with them being delivered from their enemies who 
have surrounded them.  
10 All nations surrounded me, but in the name of the LORD I will destroy them. 11 They 
surrounded me, yes, they surrounded me; but in the name of the LORD I will destroy them. 
12 They surrounded me like bees; they were quenched like a fire of thorns; for in the name of 
the LORD I will destroy them. (Ps. 118:10-12) 

 
For I will gather all the nations to battle against Jerusalem… 3 Then the LORD will go forth 
and fight against those nations, as He fights in the day of battle. 4 And in that day His feet will 
stand on the Mount of Olives, which faces Jerusalem on the east. (Zech. 14:2-4) 

F. In the context of the second coming, Christ will again enter through the eastern gate of 
Jerusalem. The eastern gate6 is currently closed up.7 
19 Open to me the gates of righteousness; I will go through them, and I will praise the LORD. 
20 This is the gate of the LORD, through which the righteous shall enter. (Ps. 118:19) 

 
Lift up your heads, O you gates! And be lifted up, you everlasting doors! And the King of 
glory shall come in. 8 Who is this King of glory? The LORD strong and mighty, the LORD 
mighty in battle. 9 Lift up your heads, O you gates! Lift up, you everlasting doors! And the 
King of glory shall come in. 10 Who is this King of glory? The LORD of hosts [armies], He is 
the King of glory. Selah (Ps. 24:7-10) 

G. Ezekiel saw the Messiah re-enter the city of Jerusalem through its eastern gate.  
Afterward he brought me to the gate, the gate that faces toward the east. 2 And behold, the 
glory of the God of Israel came from the way of the east. His voice was like the sound of many 
waters; and the earth shone with His glory. 3 It was like the appearance of the vision which I 
saw—like the vision which I saw when I came to destroy the city[8]... 4 And the glory of the 
LORD came into the temple by way of the gate which faces toward the east. 5 The Spirit lifted 
me up and brought me into the inner court; and behold, the glory of the LORD filled the 
[c]temple…7 And He said to me, “Son of man, this is the place of My throne and the place of 
the soles of My feet, where I will dwell in the midst of the children of Israel forever. (Ez. 43:1-
7) 

IV. PERSONAL APPLICATION  

A. Have you surrendered the gates of your own heart to the mercy of God? Are there areas that are 
boarded up like Jerusalem’s eastern gate? Have you let in the righteousness of God? 

                                                
6 Called the Golden Gate. Lit. the “Gate of Mercy.” 
 
8 Ez. 1:26-28 chronicles Ezekiel’s vision that tied together the glory of the Lord with a man. We know this man to be the Christ. 


