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The Glory of Fascination and Friendship with Jesus, Pt.2 (Jn. 3:29)  
 
I. A CULTURE OF FASCINATION AND FRIENDSHIP  

A. When I spent time thinking about a “Reset” and what that could mean from the Lord’s perspective, 
I began prayerfully to seek out and try to identify the key elements of our spiritual culture in our 
“birthing season” that might be either deficient or missing entirely today. It is clear to me that the 
Lord met us in powerful ways from September through December of last year (Convergence and 
afterwards to the Onething Conference). We are in a key moment as a spiritual family, and I do not 
want to waste it, nor do I want to miss my opportunity to respond, repent, and align my heart and 
life with what the Spirit is emphasizing for our spiritual family in this season.  

B. I have vivid memories of the early years of IHOPKC – both the glorious and the “rough and ugly” 
that is the nature of a pioneering work that had no real templates to glean from. I look back at those 
years fondly but not sentimentally – sometimes sentiment can make the past more amazing (or 
awful) and appealing (or painful) than it actually was in reality. I want to try, by the grace of 
God, to look with a clear eye at our formative years – especially in the light of what we are calling 
our “Reset” season – in order to lay hold of all that the Lord has said that we are and can be. 

C. When I think back to those early years, there were some clear elements of culture and 
conversation that are deficient or seemingly almost absent today: 
1. Fasting, Fasting Teams, Fasting Days: the “fasted lifestyle” (bigger than fasting – restraint 

and simplicity of heart). 
2. The Way of the Heart – Silence, Solitude, Prayer, and the press for freedom from 

compulsion unto an increased capacity to receive and connect on the inside; the “good eye” 
and living before an audience of One rather than the attention and approval of man. 

3. The Fire Within and the Mystical Life: connecting with lives and examples of the ancient 
saints who encountered God in prayer in enjoyable and powerful ways – the awakening of the 
glory and potential of an abandoned life of prayer and communion with God. There was a real 
ache for depth and reality versus rhetoric and sentimentality.  

4. The Friends of the Bridegroom: the “nameless and faceless” people without concern for 
personal gain or platform (easy to reach for when we had no platform and very little 
influence) with a real longing to lay hold of a prepared, unoffendable heart that could partner 
with Jesus to prepare the way for His return  

5. The Fascinated Heart: the Beauty Realm of God, the Throne Room of Heaven, the Hymns 
of Revelation, Worship with the Word sets charged with revelation on the scriptures and 
profound connections with understanding and a spirit of prophecy; energized side 
conversations alive in a communal reach for understanding, “accidental side Bible studies.”  

D. I am working from a place of “jealousy for” who we can be by the grace of God in fullness versus 
“frustration with” or a “correction of” that which we are not – therefore I am thinking corporately or 
collectively rather than individually – the only individual I have in mind in light of these things is 
myself and how far I’ve wandered from where I began here, where my gaps are between where I am 
presently and who the Lord says that I could be – and therefore I am thankful for the movement of 
God’s hand for us all fueled by His great jealously and zeal for us not to come short in any good 
thing, but to excel in all that we were brought here for and where we are going by Him and in Him.  
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E. We are a part of a spiritual family or culture that values encounter with Jesus for the sake of 
intimacy and depth and speaks of the “fullness of God” in terms of the fullness of His love and 
truth connected to a flowing heart of gratitude and tenderness. The fasted life of deep communion 
with the Spirit, the divine romance of the affections of Christ, the interior life that I needed to limit 
myself in ministry and daily activity to slow down and experience and touch – this in and of itself is 
glorious and fascinating as a paradigm shift regarding what life could be about. That I must 
prioritize the interior life, a heart alive and ablaze with the fire of the love of Jesus, while 
simultaneously reaching for the power of the Holy Spirit and the knowledge of His word is an 
entirely new world for us to lay hold of together.  

F. I have great love, affection, gratitude, and tenderness for this spiritual family and am hungry and 
eager for us to go somewhere together. I am moved and inspired by the daily reach of this people. 
What we say and sing and what we are reaching for stir me. However, because I know that there is 
more, I am hungry to lay hold of what is possible by the grace of God. This is not a “do better” 
message; this is a message to the whole and is about who we can be as a family – our calling, our 
identity, and what we are about as a people. This is why I emphasize “culture and conversation” 
rather than “behavior and action.” We are like a ship heading north, needing to find true north again 
– the individual on the boat isn’t being singled out; we align together to reach for the fullness of 
who we were called to be.  

G. The Word of God came to John in the wilderness (Luke 3:2) – we cannot simply “do better” and 
“try harder” in our Christianity. This is not about being better parents, servants, friends, or leaders. 
We need the Word of God to come to us, to invade our hearts and lives. We need God to conquer 
our hearts with love and unlock our full potential as a praying and fasting people. 

H. For those who are new to the family, via the church, the internships, or the school, this message is 
not to you, though it is profoundly about you and for you – I have had many rich and enjoyable 
conversations about last week’s message. One student expressed to me a pain in her heart that she 
was not able to be here and experience the stories of the early days. This is the fundamental 
problem: that the stories of today’s era of this ministry are different in theme and content than the 
stories of that era is, in and of itself, an indicator of a necessary shift to restore some foundational 
realities of who we are and what we are reaching together for. We must labor together to hand to 
those new to our family better, richer, and deeper stories of fascination and friendship with God 
through prayer and encountering Jesus in His Word. 

II. JOHN THE BAPTIST: FASCINATED FRIEND OF THE BRIDEGROOM 
 

29 He who has the Bride is the Bridegroom; but the friend of the Bridegroom, who stands and hears 
him, rejoices greatly because of the Bridegroom’s voice…this joy of mine is fulfilled. (Jn. 3:29)  

A. It is critical that we lay hold of this reality again in a fresh way, and then to a much greater degree 
than the early days of this ministry. Our greatest need is for the power of God moving deep within 
our hearts and lives to give us strength to persevere and overcome – both frustrations and 
difficulties today, and crisis and glory tomorrow. His answer to the coming crisis that will engulf 
the whole world is a company of dear friends who move in great power, secured by deep intimacy, 
fueled by beauty and fascinated hearts of wonder. We need that refreshed, quiet alarm of urgency to 
be profoundly knit again to the ache for the depths of God’s heart to push us to greater depths of 
love, power, and revelation on our lives. 
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B. John described what Jesus had been promised by His Father and what He had set His heart to lay 
hold of in fullness in saying, “He who has the Bride is the Bridegroom.” John understood the great 
mystery of God – the great eternal plan of God – is to provide His Son with an eternal companion, 
an equally-yoked Bride. This is one of the most powerful and glorious themes of all of scripture and 
one of the most powerful statements that can be made about our value, dignity, role, and glory as we 
are joined with Christ. This is the ultimate, most powerful and beautiful face of Jesus that we need 
to feed on together in a fresh and intention way.  
7 The marriage of the Lamb has come, and His wife has made herself ready. (Rev. 19:7)  

1. He that has the Bride – Jesus has a Bride in His heart because God promised Him a prepared 
Bride at the end of natural history.  

2. He is the Bridegroom – He has tender love and burns with jealous desire for His people.  

C. As the Bride of the Bridegroom King, we are called to experience the deep things of God’s heart 
(emotions, thoughts). There is no relationship of greater intimacy and intensity than that of a 
husband and wife. Thus, to enjoy active intimacy with Jesus includes understanding, agreeing, 
feeling, and partnering with His heart.  

D. The bridal message is about experiencing Jesus’ deep desire (affection, thoughts) for us to give us 
great courage to walk in deep unity and partnership with Him (1 Cor. 2:10-12; cf. Deut. 29:29). 
His affections are beautiful and beautify our hearts in love and humility.  
1. The Holy Spirit beckons us to enjoy intimacy with God by enabling us to experience the deep 

things of God. The Spirit discerns the deep things of God’s heart (His emotions), mind (His 
plans), and power (His works in creation, redemption, New Jerusalem, etc.) that we might 
know or “experience” them. God opens His heart so we can experience active intimacy with 
Him. Our inheritance and destiny in Christ is to go far beyond superficial Christian religion, 
far beyond dullness, distraction, and the daily task list, to experience intimacy with God’s 
heart that energizes our heart with God’s beauty, love, and power (Eph. 3:16-19).  

2. Partnership as a “betrothed Bride” means living in the context of a soon-coming wedding – 
the “day of the gladness of His heart” (Song 3:11). The day of His gladness contextualizes our 
labors and sets them in the midst of the urgency of wedding preparations and the storm of His 
jealousy to return for His beloved ones. We are to operate in a mode of fascination and 
friendship with an understanding of the hour in which we live, meaning, we know what this is 
“unto” and what it is all for. We want to serve with tenderness and thanksgiving as we work 
towards the day of the fullness of His gladness and overflowing joy.  

3. The Lord spoke “family” to IHOPKC in the context of the persecuted Chinese Church under 
incredible pressure to stand true to Jesus and love one another well in the present context 
there of betrayal and mistrust. The societal pressures within China on the family have not 
touched us yet. Our finances and family are relatively unaffected in the West by the spirit of 
the age and anger of the peoples against Jesus and His Church. Those days are soon coming to 
an end, and the Lord wants to establish us in a message and lifestyle that will enable us to 
burn together as other lamps are extinguished around the world as crisis escalates.  
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E. John described his ministry and lifestyle as a friend of the Bridegroom who stands and hears Him.  
1. The friend of the Bridegroom – the best man in a wedding does not seek to attract the bride’s 

attention and affections but works to prepare her to receive the embrace of the Bridegroom. 
Paul spoke of ministries who preached or showcased “themselves” (2 Cor. 4:5; Phil 2:19-21). 
Friends of the Bridegroom prepare people to receive Jesus’ embrace as the Bridegroom God 
empowering them to walk out the first commandment. Like John, they see their identity 
wrapped not just into friendship with Jesus, but into friendship with the Bridegroom. This 
means that they carry the deepest and greatest desires of Jesus close to their heart and are 
committed wholeheartedly to fight for what He longs for. In doing so, there is a jealousy to 
connect people to the beauty and majesty of Jesus rather than working to connect people to 
themselves for security, provision, protection, or beyond. 

2. Who stands – diligent attentiveness to stand in God’s presence in prayer and the Word: to 
stand in the manner John is speaking of is to lean into Him and reach – in teaching sessions, 
Bible studies, conversations, prayer meetings, and any setting in which the Lord wants to 
speak and reveal Himself and His heart. Are we awake, attentive, reaching, and leaning 
forward with grace-awakened hunger and longing for Him? Are we leaning in with 
expectation for more of Him and that spark of life and glimpse of beauty from His Word?  
18For who has stood in the counsel of the LORD and has perceived and heard His word? 
Who has marked His word and heard it? (Jer. 23:18) 

3. Who hears him –respond with wholehearted obedience regardless of the price: we are in a 
“Reset” season where the Lord has spoken to us in intimate and powerful ways. It is critical 
that in seasons like this we “hear” the Lord by working to apply what He is saying to our own 
lives with wholehearted humility and repentance. 

4. Rejoices greatly…Therefore this joy of mine is fulfilled – John was empowered with joy by 
receiving the revelation of the Bridegroom even in the difficulty of a rigorous, difficult 
lifestyle. Whether in seasons of “increase” or “decrease,” our joy is rooted in something 
“other.” This joy is meant to fasten us to Jesus and sustain us in every season regardless of 
difficulty or pressure. It’s critical that we fight to lay hold of it in this season as the very real 
pressure of today increases even more in the days to come. 

F. What pleasure does a young man alone for 17 years in prayer and fasting receive in the wilderness? 
John declares it boldly: “I have heard the voice of the Bridegroom.” When we hear his voice, we 
know Who He is and where we are going. His voice of pleasure and delight in who we are and who 
we were made to be settles our issues and our identity. It was said about Jesus in Hebrews 12:2, 
“For the joy set before Him, He endured the cross.” What is the joy? The joy is the joy of a 
Bridegroom rejoicing over a Bride. The same joy is what empowered John the Baptist. The joy of 
the bridal revelation helped John endure the wilderness.  

G. It is this same joy that will help us endure difficulty. It is hearing the voice of God through the 
Word of God, through it touching our hearts, and by it redefining our thinking of how we perceive 
Him and redefining our own spiritual identity. We must see ourselves as a cherished Bride on the 
way to a throne in indescribable beauty, cherished by the Son of God. Missed opportunities, 
mistreatment, or misunderstanding cannot rob us of true joy flowing from the deepest places. This 
is who we are.  



FORERUNNER CHURCH – DAVID SLIKER 
The Glory of Fascination and Friendship with Jesus, Pt. 2 PAGE 5 

International House of Prayer of Kansas City   ihopkc.org 

H. He must increase, I must decrease – the kind of influence that comes through human striving and 
self-driven networking to build a name and a platform and to be a face does not last at the throne of 
God. God does not reward anything that He does not establish. It does not stand up under trials 
or pressures anyway. There is so much anxiety in ministry, life, and work today. Many of God’s 
people are trying to receive something that heaven has not promised them.  
1. That’s why John was not anxious about his ministry decreasing. He was saying, “I cannot 

propagate or prop up something that heaven does not give.” What a powerful passage of 
Scripture to want to imitate in our lives! This is the root system of deep, true joy: rest and 
contentedness in that which God gives and establishes in our lives, with no interest in chasing 
that which He has not.  

2. How much joy have we spent or wasted away chasing something that God has not given, 
trying to prop up something that God has not established? We have been brought into a joyful 
context, with an amazing spiritual family and beauty to reach for. This context of prayer, 
worship, teaching, and people who want to reach together for love and beauty was tailor-made 
for joy. We want to recapture the joy of our heart in the beauty realm, the place of fascination 
and friendship that is content and at rest with who God is and what He has given us.  

I. Twenty years of fasting and prayer have only awakened me all the more to the war on the inside of 
myself – I know that wholehearted love is right and that Jesus is worthy of it, yet on the inside there 
is a very real part of me that does not want to give or reach for “all.” I am at war within myself. 
Jesus knows this, and He knows how to win: by conquering my heart with His love, His affections, 
and His tenderness. He wants to capture me with His beauty and win my heart in love. My weapons 
in this war are fascination and friendship with the Bridegroom. My only way forward is to touch the 
depths of His heart, that He might be the fullness of my joy. Only when I touch the depths of His 
heart will I find the courage there to allow Him to touch the depths of mine. I want to open my life 
to Him in a new way, be satisfied in Him in new ways, and be fastened to Him and His heart in this 
season in ways that will sustain me for the rest of my days. I want “my joy to be fulfilled.” 

J. I want courage and greater fortitude on the inside of my heart to open up in new ways to God, to say 
yes to greater measures of grace for wholeheartedness. I want to go deeper and farther, but alone I 
cannot go where I long to go. No one can. God designed a Divine Dilemma that is 
interconnectedness and interdependence, by which no one person can be “John the Baptist” to the 
generation of the Lord’s return. We can only go as far as the family can take us. Therefore, the call 
to family is far more than a call to acceptance and affection; it is a call to touch something deep in 
the heart of God together, to have our heart broken open like a fountain that spills out into the 
nations of the earth as they drink deep of what God has done within us. We can only give the city 
and the young people that are coming what we really are as a “Burning and Shining People.”  

K. That means that this spiritual family has an odd and glorious assignment to fulfill together: to be a 
type of “corporate John the Baptist.” That is, thousands of believers gathered together who delight 
in the Bridegroom, stand before Him and hear, and are abandoned in love and friendship without 
concern for increase or decrease. This cannot be a house with one or two burning and shining lamps 
that we are all blessed by – we must, by the grace of God, step into a burning and shining life 
together as a family. We cannot be content to watch someone else burn! Many will be 
strengthened, encouraged, and prepared for the days ahead if we lay hold of this. It is high and 
beyond us, out of our reach but possible via His extravagant love and leadership. Help us, Lord! 


