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John, to the seven churches which are in Asia: Grace to you and peace from Him who is and who was 
and who is to come,…5 and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness…Rev. 1:4-5 

Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, To the saints who are in Ephesus, and faithful in 
Christ Jesus: 2 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Eph. 1:1-2 

I. GRACE AND PEACE FROM JESUS CHRIST 

A. One of the most common open greetings from the Apostles was to bless their listeners/readers 
with grace and peace. Their point was to remind the people of some of the most meaningful 
attributes of God. 

B. Paul, Peter, John, Jude (using a variation) all begin their letters by blessing and reminding 
believers about the grace and peace of God.  

For I am the least of the apostles, who am not fit to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the 
church of God. 10 But by the grace of God I am what I am, and His grace toward me did not prove 
vain; but I labored even more than all of them, yet not I, but the grace of God with me. 11 Whether 
then it was I or they, so we preach and so you believed. 1Cor. 15:9-11 

1. Grace (GK—charis) God’s unmerited ability, power and motivation to choose Christ and 
Christ-like living. God’s grace is a multi-cut diamond, with various expressions and 
concepts, but the primary meaning is the undeserved empowerment we receive from God 
that enables our will to choose God… 

8 For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God,  9 
not of works, lest anyone should boast. Eph. 2:8-9 

For you know the grace (favor and ability to choose) of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was 
rich, yet for your sakes He became poor, that you through His poverty might become rich. 2Cor. 8:9 

2. Peace (GK—eirēnē) harmony, security, agreement, unity, oneness and/or cessation of 
hostility. 

13 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ. 14 For 
He Himself is our peace, who has made both one, and has broken down the middle wall of separation, 15 
having abolished in His flesh the enmity, that is, the law of commandments contained in ordinances, so as to 
create in Himself one new man from the two, thus making peace, 16 and that He might reconcile them both 
to God in one body through the cross, thereby putting to death the enmity. 17 And He came and preached 
peace to you who were afar off and to those who were near. Eph. 2:13-18 

C. The Apostolic writers were pointing to the greatest need of the human soul in this greeting—that 
mankind would have peace with God. God had to die that mercy, redemption and salvation could 
be once and for all (grace), and man had to die for God’s justice sake (peace). Therefore, Jesus 
was sent, fully God and fully man to take the place of man, and exact justice for God.  
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11 But Christ came as High Priest of the good things to come…12 Not with the blood of goats and calves, but 
with His own blood He entered the Most Holy Place once for all, having obtained eternal redemption. Heb. 
9:11-12 

II. GRACE OF THE LORD JESUS CHRIST 

For you know the grace (favor and ability to choose) of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was 
rich, yet for your sakes He became poor, that you through His poverty might become rich. 2Cor. 8:9 

A. When Jesus came as a man, how was he going to create a noticeable distinction between himself 
and the cultural systems and obvious operation of the masculine dominated leadership of his 
day? How could he create a distinguishable differentiation as a man?  

For He shall grow up before Him as a tender plant, And as a root out of dry ground. He has no form 
or comeliness; And when we see Him, There is no beauty that we should desire Him. Isa. 53:2 

1. He made himself a servant of the Father and I believe his most distinguishable trait was 
the power of his gracious speech and Spirit empowered life. 

2 You are fairer than the sons of men; Grace is poured upon Your lips; Therefore God has blessed 
You forever. Ps. 45:2 

46 The officers answered, “No man ever spoke like this Man!” John 7: 46 

21 Then they went into Capernaum, and immediately on the Sabbath He entered the synagogue and 
taught. 22 And they were astonished at His teaching, for He taught them as one having authority, and 
not as the scribes. Mark 1: 21-22 

His lips are lilies, Dripping liquid myrrh…His mouth is most sweet. Song. 5: 13b, 16 

B. Jesus spoke in such a way that grace (the ability of God’s zoe life) empowered people enabling 
them to respond. His gracious speech opened doors of opportunity and blessing. His gracious 
speech empowered the dead (literal and spiritual). His gracious speech healed, set free, covered, 
encouraged, emboldened, fought, inspired, and according to his own testimony, were God’s 
words. 

III. PEACE FROM THE PRINCE OF PEACE 

6 For unto us a Child is born, Unto us a Son is given; And the government will be upon His shoulder. 
And His name will be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7 Of the increase of His government and peace There will be no end, Upon the throne of David and 
over His kingdom, To order it and establish it with judgment and justice From that time forward, even 
forever. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform this. Isa. 9:6-7 
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14 For He Himself is our peace (eirēnē), who has made both one (unity—agreement), and has broken 
down the middle wall of separation…Eph. 2:14 

IV. APPLYING THE GRACE AND PEACE OF CHRIST TO OUR LIVES 

6 Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your 
requests be made known to God; 7 and the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will 
guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus. Phil. 4:6-7 

Grace to you and peace from Him who is and who was and who is to come…Rev. 1:5 

A. Inviting the Prince of Peace to bring grace and peace to our past, present and future. 

B. It is the work of the Holy Spirit to minister the grace of Christ in our lives. Holy Spirit’s primary 
work is to witness to our vital union (peace) with the Trinity. We experience peace by the work 
of grace from Holy Spirit.  

1. Many do not access this grace and peace. Many live independently of the grace and peace 
available to them.  

2. Many believe that unless they have some angelic encounter then they do not get to 
experience the grace and peace of Christ.  

C. Holy Spirit is ready and willing to help us with this spiritual connection with the Trinity.  

1. Activate Holy Spirit--Meditation on the word of God. Praying in tongues. Praying short 
breath prayers, ‘Thank you, Jesus, you are the Prince of Peace…’ 

2. Close your eyes and picture a scene from your life. Ask Jesus, as the Prince of Peace to 
enter that picture. Thank him for what you see him do.  

a. Seeing in this case is having an impression of his presence and his activity.  

3. Press in for a breakthrough of peace. Ask until his peace enters the moment and sets a 
guard (grace and faith) over your heart.   
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